
  

 

Free Breakfast and Lunch for 
All Students 
 
 

The SFSP program has been extended until December 31, 
2020 or until funding runs out. Until that time breakfast and 
lunch will be provided at no charge to all students enrolled 

in Hastings Public School District.  Any funds that are currently in a student’s 
account will stay there and won’t expire. 
 

Even though this program provides free breakfast and lunch for all students, 
we  still need families who qualify for Free and Reduced Lunch benefits to 
complete the “Application for Educational Benefits” form as soon as possible 
for the 2020-2021 school year. The district will receive additional educational 
funds for completed and approved applications for free and reduced meals. If 
you have not completed your forms for the 2020-2021 school year and you 
qualified last year, the deadline to reapply is Wednesday, October 14th.  
After that date Free and Reduced Benefits from last year will not longer be in 
place and your status will be full pay once the SFSP program is concluded.   

If you need an applications, please click on this link to download the forms.   
 

Take home meals HOA and Distance Learning Models:   
 We will not be offering any take home meals the week of October 

12th.  
 Ordering will resume on October 19th.  

Check out our Bridge to Learning 2020 web-page for additional information! 

The start of the 2020-2021 
school year has looked differ-

ent and Parent Teacher Conferences will be no exception.  The 
interactions  a parent has with their child’s teacher at confer-
ences are an important component to a successful school year.  
While meeting in person is not possible, we are fortunate to 
have options to continue to provide this valuable feedback to 
parents in a digital format and now that all of our students have 
school district devices, a parent who in the past would not have 
been able to access a device to participate will now be able to 
use their student’s device to conference virtually. 
 
 
 

We understand that all this change can be confusing.  For that 
reason we have created a page on our website where we are 
housing all of the information you will need to get ready to con-
ference remotely with your child’s teacher.  It includes  a short 
video to help you navigate how to sign-up for conferences and 
a link to your child’s school where you can choose a day and 
time for you to video conference with your child’s teacher.   
 

In addition, as we strive to improve our communication with our 
non-English speaking families, the school district now has the 
ability to use a service called “Language Line” which will allow 
a non-English speaking parent to use an interpreter for a voice 
call with their child’s teacher.  Please click here to learn how to 
request this service.   
 
 
 

Then on October 13th,  a Virtual Conference Directory will be 
posted on our Parent-Teacher Conference webpage for each 
school.  On conference day, you will go to the webpage at your 
scheduled time, click on your child’s school and see a directory 
of all the teachers with their names and their pictures.  Find the 
teacher you are scheduled to conference with and click on their 
picture.  This will bring you to the teacher’s zoom link for the 
conference.  You will be in their “waiting room” via zoom until 
they have finished their previous conference and at that time 
they will admit you from the waiting room into your conference.   
 

If you have questions regarding this process, please contact 
the main office at your school and then will be able to assist 
you.  

Hello Raider Nation, 
 
I have been receiving more questions about moving 
learning models, specifically for our elementary 
students. While we are planning for these transi-
tions, we are also watching the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Health (MDH) official numbers, Dakota 
County daily numbers, data from John Hopkins and 
other sources, as well as student and staff absences 

from buildings. In addition, we are in communication with our Regional 
MDH team and Dakota County Health team. Our conversation with them on 
Friday confirmed our thinking and process for movement. In order for us 
begin considering a move to a less restrictive model (in-person), we would 
need to see at least three weeks of 14-day stable or downward treading 
case data well below 20. The MDH numbers for the past two weeks have 
been have been 15.83 and 16.36, which are over a week old when pub-
lished. Our daily numbers suggest next week will be back closer to 20. 
Therefore, we are not anticipating any changes to our learning model in the 
near future. I know this continues to be a frustrating time. We all want our 
students to be back in school more than they are, but we need to remem-
ber that the more students we put in buildings, on a daily basis, the more 
opportunity there is for a classroom or building to be closed for a 14 -day 
stretch due to a positive case and close contact. If we get to a point that it 
looks like a change will occur, we will send out messaging well in advance 
of a move. 

Virtual  
Conferences 
For Fall 

http://www.hastings.k12.mn.us/news___events/what_s_new/parent-_teacher_conferences

